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Welcome from Northeastern's Global Experience Office

We are excited to be part of your academic journey through your first year as a Husky! We have
prepared this guide to help you navigate academic expectations and policies in the New York City
Scholars program.

This is a reference document you should read this summer to prepare for the New York City Scholars
program and keep close during your program to consult when you need it: this guide includes
recommendations foracademicsupport services, details about where to view your grades, strategies for
approaching your professors during their office hours, and much more. The details in this guide are what
we have seen help Northeastern students embarking on global first-year programs understand academic
policies and manage common challenges since we started sending cohorts of first-year students abroad
on The N.U.in Program in 2007.

Review this New York City Scholars Academic Handbook now, and you’ll know where to find the
guidance you need once the fall semester begins!

We couldn’t be happier to welcome you to Northeastern, a global institution with innovation as one of
our core values. The openness and initiative you’ve shown by joining the New York City Scholars
program makes you a valued member of our Northeastern community in excellent company.

We look forward to seeing everything you accomplish in the New York City Scholars program!
In scholarship,

The Academic Integration and Planning Team
Global Experience Office, Northeastern University

Benjamin Floman, Ed.M.
Senior Associate Director, Academic Integration and Planning Team
b.floman@northeastern.edu

Sarah Kennedy, Ph.D.
Associate Director of Academic Guidance and Support, Academic Integration and Planning Team
s.kennedy@northeastern.edu

Jessica Tiblin, M.A.
Academic Coordinator, Academic Integration and Planning Team
j.tiblin@northeastern.edu
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Welcome from Northeastern University - New York City

Dear New York City Scholars,

We are excited to welcome you to New York City for this first chapter in your educational journey. You
are touching down in one of the most vibrant and culturally rich cities in the world. As you join our
campus community this fall, know that you are stepping into a college experience unlike any other —
one where the city itself becomes an extension of the classroom.

Northeastern University - New York City is uniquely positioned at the heart of all that New York City
offers. Nestled on the beautiful Upper East Side, our campus is surrounded by opportunity and
inspiration. Justto our west lies Museum Mile, a stretch of world-class museums including the Met, the
Guggenheim, and the newly refurbished Frick Collection. To the east is Hospital Row, home to premier
medical institutions, such as New York-Presbyterian and the Hospital for Special Surgery. Look north to
Harlem — a historic center of culture, music, and activism — and south to landmarks like Times Square
and Broadway, the United Nations, and Wall Street.

At Northeastern University - New York City, the city is not just a backdrop; it’s an integral part of our
curriculum. Our faculty bring their professional networks and industry knowledge directly into the
classroom, connecting students to opportunities across the five boroughs. Whetheryou're exploring the
sciences, business, the arts, or social justice, you'll find that real-world experience is woven into your
education from day one.

For those future engineers amongyou, there is no better place to begin studyingthe man-made marvels
of the city, like the Brooklyn Bridge and Chrysler Building. Tomorrow’s entrepreneurs and tech
innovators will thrive in the world’s second largest startup hub, with many leading companies having
offices here. Forthose entering the world of finance, the New York Stock Exchange is just a few subway
stops away. Explorers of the arts, humanities, and social sciences will find an exciting array of world-
leading institutions and events at their doorstep.

Of course, you will be supported on this journey. Our dedicated faculty are here to guide, challenge, and
cheer you on. We are committed to helping you discover your path, embrace your passions, and find
your place in this incredible city.

Welcome to New York! Your adventure starts now.

Most sincerely,

Peter Naccarato, Dean
Northeastern University - New York City
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Courses and Curriculum

The New York City Scholars 2026 curriculum offers atailored suite of courses evaluated by Northeastern
faculty as equivalent to specific Northeastern courses and applicable to first-year requirements for

compatible Northeastern majors. Courses you take during the New York City Scholars program will fulfill
any major, minor, NUpath, and/or elective requirements associated with the Northeastern equivalent

course.

The full list of course offerings is available through the above curriculum link. Credits and NUpath
designations (where applicable) are also provided. You can view course descriptions for each course’s
Northeastern equivalent in the Northeastern Academic Catalog. Please be aware that course offerings

are subject to change.
NUpath is Northeastern’s core curriculum. More information is available here.

New York City Scholars typically take four full-credit classes each semester plus any associated labs,
tools, and recitations. Students’ schedules usually consist of major requirement courses each semester
as well as courses that fulfill NUpath and/or elective requirements. Each student’s academic experience
is unique, and course schedules will vary from student to student. Please refer to the New York City
Scholars curriculum and academic advising to discuss your specific requirements and course plan.

New York City Seminars

You have the option to take a New York City Seminar course as part of your New York City Scholars
experience. The New York City Seminar is a signature place-based course intended to further develop
your cultural agility and critical thinking skills through global and experiential learning.

Each New York City Seminar is designed to help immerse first-year students in the larger New York City
community, using a thoughtfully designed curriculum that blends peer engagement with academic
exploration of the cultural and historical richness of the city. New York City Seminars are small, hands-on
courses taught by accomplished faculty members. While it is optional to participate in a New York City
Seminar, it is the only course in addition to the Cornerstone courses for Engineering students that
provides access to Treks: small-group immersive industry exploration opportunities you will learn more
about this summer.

Preparation for Northeastern University Boston

The academic experience and course offerings in the New York City Scholars program will match the
course rigor offered at Northeastern University Boston. New York City Scholars will make equivalent
academic progress towards their degree as their first-year peers at Northeastern’s Boston and Oakland
campuses and in other global network programs.
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A student who successfully completes a course from the New York City Scholars curriculum will have
met the learning outcomes for that course at Northeastern, and they are prepared to move on to any
Northeastern course that requires that class as a pre-requisite. While students taking an equivalent
course through the New York City Scholars program will benefit from the uniqueness of the New York
City contextand each faculty’s individual expertise, they will be equally prepared with the foundational

knowledge and skills they need for further coursework in Boston or at any Northeastern program
location.
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Course Registration Policies

Adding and Dropping Courses

Students will receive their final course schedule with course meeting times and locations during on-site
orientation at the start of the program. At on-site orientation, you will learn the processto add and drop
courses with the support of your New York City Scholars on-site academic advisor.

Students are strongly discouraged from adding or dropping courses once they arrive on site because
Northeastern academic advising has already carefully reviewed, discussed, and confirmed your fall
classes. Any changes that students make to their course registration after they arrive on site may
negatively impact their academic progress, so making add/drop changes is not recommended.

The last day to add or drop a course this Fall 2026 semester is September 22.

Remember that taking fewer credits in a semester than you planned with your advisor may lengthen
your time to degree completion or possibly put you out of the full-time status that is required for
successful completion of the program.

Please also keep in mind that add/drop requests are not guaranteed. Factors such as capacity,
timetabling, and add/drop deadlines may not allow for a change to be made.

Withdrawing from a Course

Students are discouraged from withdrawing from courses unless absolutely necessary. Any changes that
students make to their course registration after they arrive on site may negatively impact their academic
progress, so course withdrawal is not recommended.

Withdrawing from multiple classes can affect your visa eligibility if you are an international student.
Please be sure to check in with on-site staff to discuss this if you are thinking about withdrawing from
any class. In addition, taking fewer credits in a semester than you planned with your advisor can
lengthen your time to degree completion.

The last day to withdraw from a class this Fall 2026 semester is December 13. Course withdrawal will
resultin a W lettergrade on yourtranscript forthat course. (September 22 is the last day to drop a class
without earning a W grade; September 23 through December 13 is the period during which you can
withdraw from a course and earn a W grade.)

If a student must withdraw from all courses and the program for medical, personal, and/or emergency
reasons, they should email nycscholars@northeastern.edu.

Auditing a Course

Studentsin the New York City Scholars program are not permitted to audit courses during the program.
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Taking a Course Pass/Fail

Students in the New York City Scholars program are not permitted to take a course “Pass/Fail.” You will
earn letter grades for your New York City Scholars program courses.

Retaking a Class

Redundant Credit with Advanced Coursework

Some students choose to take a course for which they have already earned transfer, AP, or IB credit. It is
important to keep in mind that this is a risk!

The letter grades you earn during your New York City Scholars program will appear on your
Northeastern transcript. So, for example, let’s say you decide to forego your AP Calculus AB credit and
take MATH 1341 Calculus 1 for Science and Engineering, but you find yourself on track to earn a non-
passing grade. You would need to withdraw from that MATH 1341 class in order to use your previously
earned credit. Be sure to contact your academic advisor if you begin struggling in a class you are taking
for this purpose!

Northeastern Course Repeat Policy

If you are on track to fail a course, you will want to consider both course withdrawal and retaking the
course. If you have missed the course withdrawal deadline or if you are struggling in a required course,
your best option may be to retake the course in a future semester at Northeastern to earn a better
grade. Northeastern’s course repeat policy dictates that when the appropriate course is available,
courses may be retaken once at Northeastern to earn a better grade. In all cases, the most recent grade
(notthe bestgrade) earnedin a course is the one used in calculating the overall GPA; however, previous
grades remain on the transcript with a note that the grade is “excluded.” This means that the course is
excluded from the GPA and earned credit calculation. Students are required to pay normal tuition
charges for all retaken coursework.
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Academic Cultures

The New York City Scholars program is a global first-year program that offers a distinct experience, in
and out of the classroom, from what you would experience in Boston. As we have seen with past
cohorts of studentsin these programs, first-year programs that ask students to adjust to varied learning
and teaching styles position students well to be flexible and adaptive when approaching future
academic, professional, and personal opportunities.

Learning and teaching styles are differentin different contexts. This can impact the type and number of
assessments in a course (things like homework assighments and exams), the course staffing structure
(whetheryou have multiple lecturers or TAs), absence /attendance policies, and grading procedures and
timelines. There is diversity in pedagogical approaches across first-year programs, but Northeastern
students studying across the global network achieve equivalentlearning outcomes and are prepared for
follow-on Northeastern courses in the subjects they study.

Navigating a different academic environment—with the support of Northeastern faculty and support
staff —is one of the challenges that shape global first-year students into particularly resourceful and
adaptable second-year students.

Classroom Environment
Most classes have 15-25 students; a handful of large lecture courses have up to 45 students.

A hallmark of Northeastern's global first-year programs is learning opportunities that deliver academic
excellence embedded within local contexts, including alongside classmates enrolled in campus-based
programs. At Northeastern University - New York City, core and elective courses in the humanities, arts,
sciences, social sciences, and business will have a mix of New York City Scholars and other Northeastern
University - New York City studentsinthe classrooms, labs, studios, and maker spaces, while specialized
courses in disciplines like Engineering and Computer Science will be composed primarily of New York
City Scholars.

Attendance Expectations

Per the Northeastern Catalog’s “Attendance Requirements” policy:

Class participation is essential to success no matter the course format or its delivery. Individual
instructors may have course-specific attendance policies. It is the student’s responsibility to ascertain
what each instructor requires. Failure to meet attendance requirements may force astudentto drop the
applicable courses. Students should not make conflicting commitments until the class schedules foreach
semester are final. Permission to make up work may be granted by instructors for reasonable cause.
Requests must be made immediately upon a student’s return to class. Laboratory work can be made up
only during the hours of regularly scheduled instruction.
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View more information in the Catalog.

Assessments and Final Exams

Perthe Northeastern Catalog’s “Final Examinations and Related Policies on Other Exams and Final Term
Papers/Projects” policy:

e Final examinations are normally two hours in length and must be held when and where
scheduled. Final exams are held during a designated final exam period at the end of the
semester. An examination schedule is posted at the beginning of each semester at the Final
Exam Information webpage.

e Students are responsible for knowing the time and location of their examinations. Final exam
schedules are available to students approximately the fourth week of the term via the Student
Hub, in the "Classes" tab at the "View Exam Schedule" link.

e Studentswho have two examinations scheduled at the same time or three exams on the same
day may complete and submit the Final Exam Conflict form by the posted deadline.

e Instructors may not give more than 30 total minutes of examinations during the eight calendar
days prior to the start of the final exam period.

e Studentswho have concerns about exams scheduled during the eight calendar days prior to the
start of the final exam period, rescheduling of final examinations, or conduct during an
examination should report their concerns to their college academic student services office.

e All final examinations, term papers, or projects must be returned to the student or be retained
by the department for a period of one year.

Academic Integrity

Per the Northeastern Catalog’s “Academic Integrity” policy:

A commitment to the principles of academic integrity is essential to the mission of Northeastern
University. The promotion of independent and original scholarship fosters an environment where
students derive the most from their educational experience and their pursuit of knowledge. Academic
dishonesty violates the most fundamental values of an intellectual community and undermines the
achievements of the entire university.

As members of the Northeastern University - New York City academic community, students must
become familiar with their rights and responsibilities. In each course, they are responsible for knowing
the requirements and restrictions regarding research and writing, examinations of whatever kind,
collaborative work, the use of study aids, the appropriateness of assistance, and other issues. Students
are responsible for learning the conventions of documentation and acknowledgment of sources in their
fields. Northeastern expects students to complete all examinations, tests, papers, creative projects, and
assignments of any kind according to the highest ethical standards, as set forth either explicitly or
implicitly in this policy or by the direction of instructors.
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View more information in the Catalog.

Process for Violations of the Academic Honesty Policy

Perthe Northeastern Catalog’s " Academic Consequences for Violating the University Academic Integrity
Policy":

The purpose of the Code of Student Conduct is to set forth Northeastern University’s expectations of

behavior that promote the safety and welfare of the Northeastern community. The Code of Student
Conduct gives an overview of what constitutes a violation of academic integrity. Violations of the Code
are handled and/or overseen by the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution.

Hearing officers and the Student Conduct Board have discretion to impose sanctions for a “responsible”
finding of an academic integrity violation that range in severity from a written warning to expulsion and
include an action taken by the studentto help rebuild trust within the community. OSCCR does not have
authority over assignment of course grades. Therefore, astudent who violates Northeastern's Academic
Integrity Policy may also be subject to academic consequences at the discretion of the instructor in the

course.

When a student has been found responsible forviolating the Academic Integrity Policy, faculty members
have the discretion to apply an academic consequence. Academic consequences may include:

e Resubmission: resubmission of an assighment, or retaking an exam or quiz, without penalty

¢ Single grade reduction: reduction of grade or failure on project, exam, quiz, or other academic
exercise on which the student was found responsible for violating the Academic Integrity Policy

e Course grade reduction: reduction of course grade or failure in the course

Consequences of violating academic integrity should be described in the course syllabus. When
assigning consequences, faculty may consider:

e The student’s familiarity with academic integrity expectations

e The amount of instruction the student has had on the violation

e The percentage of the assighment/assessment affected by the alleged violation
e The value of the affected assignment/assessment on the course grade

e The impact of the violation on others

Academic consequences may be applied through a process defined by the college.
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Disability Accommodations

If you require disability accommodations, please register with Northeastern’s Disability Access Services
(DAS) and follow the steps on the DAS “Getting Started” webpage. After review, DAS will communicate
all approvals to MMC’s Office of Disability Services (ODS); ODS will then take the lead on implementing

all approved accommodations using their existing systems, policies, and procedures. ODS will notify
faculty about individual student’s accommodations by way of confidential emails. Additionally, there
could be subtle differences with how some accommodations are implemented between MMC and
Northeastern’s Boston campus.

Northeastern University Policies

In compliance with Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with
Disabilities Act, Northeastern University provides reasonable academic accommaodations for students
with documented learning, physical, and / or psychological disabilities. Examples of typical
accommodationsinclude extended time and separate space for tests and quizzes, assistive technology,
peer notetakers, permission to audio-record lectures, and use of a laptop computer in class to take
notes. Students who wish to request accommodations should contact Disability Access Services before
the start of a semester or after a qualifying event.

Please consult the below dates for specific academic accommodation processing timelines:

To ensure that the academic accommodation process is complete when classes begin, students are
encouraged to submit their request no later than August 1 for the fall semester and no later than
December 1for the spring semester.

Academic Accommodations

A student registered with Disability Access Services who requests an academic adjustment will
participate in an interactive individualized process. An accommodation must not fundamentally alter
essential program requirements, the fundamental learning objectives of a course, or the nature of a
program, and the student must be also deemed qualified to participate in the program or course. In the
case of academic classes, the alteration cannot be so significant that it alters or substantially modifies
the essential nature or standards of the course as determined by Northeastern University. If the
accommodation request is approved, the student will work with the Disability Access Services to make
appropriate adjustments.
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Textbooks

We recommend waiting until you arrive on site to purchase your textbooks. Most New York City
Scholars program students order textbooks and other course materials like calculators online.

Libraries and Research

Thomas J. Shanahan Library

As a New York Scholars student, you will have access to Thomas J. Shanahan Library’s virtual resources
and in-person study spaces. Their most current hours are listed on the Thomas J. Shanahan Library

website.

Virtual Library Resources from Northeastern

Students also have access to the electronic resources provided by Northeastern, via the NU Libraries
website here. Forhelp with research, please view the subject guides created by Northeastern librarians.
If you have a question for the librarians, you can contact them through live chat or a web form.

NYC Libraries

Northeastern University - New York City curated this list of academic, public, and special libraries in the
New York metropolitan area. We recommend visiting at least one or two off-campus libraries that
interest you during your time in NYC, whether for their research opportunities or their architecture!

e Brooklyn Public Library

e Columbia University

e New York Academy of Medicine

e New York Public Library

e City University of New York

e New York University Libraries

e Teachers College, Columbia University

e Queens Borough Public Library

A more complete list of area libraries is maintained by the New York State Library.
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Changing Your Major

New York City Scholars can submit changes to their home College and major through the Application
Status Check portal within specified Major Change Windows during the program.

Major Change Windows

August 24, 2026: Summer Major Change Window closes. You can request a change to your major
and/or home College through your Application Status Check portal until the close of this window. You
will have finalized your fall courses with academic advising by this point, so any change to your major
now that affects your fall courses will require you to make changes during the add/drop period with
help from your on-site academic advisor.

October 1 to November 2, 2026: Fall Major Change Window. During this window, you can submit a
major/home College change request through your Application Status Check portal to declare or change
your majorto any other major compatible with the New York Scholars program. You cannot change your
fall course registrations to match your new major at this point.

If a student wishes to change to a Northeastern major not compatible with the New York Scholars
program, they will need to wait for the Spring 2027 Major Change Window to declare their intended
major, effective for the Fall 2027 semester.

February 1 to March 22, 2027: Spring Major Change Window. During this window, you can submit a
major/home College change request through your Application Status Check portal to any major at
Northeastern. Changes will be effective for the Fall 2027 semester. You cannot change your spring
course registrations to match your new major at this point.

The Spring Major Change Window is the last opportunity for New York City Scholars to change their
major and/or home College through the Application Status Check portal. The next time New York City
Scholars can request a change of major is through their home College in the Fall 2027 semester.

The Explore Program

Students in the Explore Program can contact on-site academic advising prior to changing their major
during the dedicated change of major dates for the fall and spring semesters. As a reminder, once fall
and spring classes begin and the add/drop period ends, class selections for the semester are not able to
be changed.

If you declared a major but become undecided, you can switch into the Explore Program for
individualized guidance and access to major exploration resources while you take courses across your
various major interests. You can submit a major change request to join the Explore Program during the
dedicated major change windows during the fall or spring semester.
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Grades and Transcripts

Letter Grades and GPA

New York City Scholars students will take a full year of courses within their Northeastern degree
requirements. All letter grades received, including those not eligible for credit (such as an F or a W), will
appear on the Northeastern transcript and be factored into the Northeastern GPA. Students must
receive a grade of “D-" or better to gain credit that will apply toward their Northeastern degree
progress.

How to View Grades

During the Semester

Your professors will explain how to monitor your grades for assignments and exams during the semester
using Canvas when applicable. Faculty also include important grade information in their course syllabi.
Final Grades

You can view your final grades in your Northeastern Student Hub following the faculty grade submission
deadline on December22,2026. You will be able to view your grades in your Northeastern degree audit
once processed.

How to Request Transcript

Your New York City Scholars program courses and letter grades will appear on your Northeastern
University transcript and will be included in your Northeastern GPA. If you need atranscript of your New
York City Scholars coursework and grades for a co-op, scholarship application or other purpose, please
request your Northeastern transcript be sent through Parchment by our NU Registrar.

Grading System

You will earna lettergrade for each course followingthe Northeastern grading scale in the Northeastem
Catalog. The letter gradesyouearn in your New York Scholars program will appearon your Northeastem
transcript and be factored into your GPA.
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Letter Grade Interpretation GPA quality points
A Excellent 4.00

A- 3.67

B+ 3.33

B Good 3.00

B- 2.67

C+ 2.33

C Average 2.00

C- 1.67

D Poor 1.00

F Failure 0.00

I Incomplete 0.00

w Course Not included in GPA; appears

Withdrawal on transcript

Incomplete Grades

Per the Northeastern Catalog’s “Requesting and Clearing an Incomplete Grade” policy:

An incomplete grade may be reported by the instructor when a student has failed to complete a major
component of a required course, such as homework, a quiz or final examination, a term paper, ora
laboratory project. Students may make up an incomplete grade by satisfying the requirements of the
instructor or, if the instructor is absent, the chair of the department. Be aware that instructors’ policies
on the granting of incomplete grades may vary and that the final decision on an incomplete grade is up
to the instructor. Instructors may deny requests for an incomplete grade.

To request an incomplete grade, the student must obtain and complete in consultation with the
instructor an Incomplete-Grade Contract on which the precise agreement for clearing an incomplete

grade is specified. The contract is then signed by the student, the instructor, and the student’s academic
advisor. Copies of the form are kept by the student, the instructor, and uploaded to the student’s
advising notes. The maximum time period for clearing an incomplete grade is restricted to 30 days from
the end of the term in which the course was offered. Instructors may require a shorter due date before
approving incomplete grade requests.

International students should consult with the Office of Global Services before requestinganincomplete
grade to ensure that they will remain in compliance.
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If the missing assignment(s) have not been submitted to the instructor within 30 days from the end of
the term in which the course was offered, or the agreed upon due date, the grade entered will reflect
the student’s grade in the course for the work completed and the missing assignments receiving no
credit toward the final grade. Changes in the final grade will be applied to the term in which the student
was enrolled in the course. Any exception to this policy or extension of the deadline must be
recommended by the college in which the course was offered and must be forwarded in writing to the
Office of the University Registrar for implementation.

Grade Appeals

Perthe Northeastern Catalog’s "Academic Appeals Policies and Procedures":

Itis the policy of the university that all students shall be treated fairly in evaluations made of their
academic performance, standing, and progress. The university presumes that academicjudgments by its
faculty are fair, consistent, and objective. Students must understand that the substitution of a different
academic judgment for that of the original evaluator is a serious intrusion upon teaching prerogatives.
Nonetheless, the university believes it is essential to provide an appeals mechanism to students who
believe that they were erroneously, capriciously, or otherwise unfairly treated in an academic or
cooperative education determination. This includes claims of misinterpretation or inequitable
application of any academic provision of the university’s Undergraduate Catalog, Student Handbook,
Faculty Handbook, or Cooperative Education Handbook.

The steps below are for academicappeals. In the academic appeals procedures described herein, “dean”
refers to the dean of the appropriate college or a designee. If a student feels that they have been the
victim of harassment or of discrimination prohibited by university policy, they should consult with the
Office for University Equity and Compliance as soon as they become aware of alleged prohibited

harassment or discrimination. A student is not required to wait until a term grade or determination is
received before seeking advice or redress. If the OUEC is advised of such alleged prohibited conduct as
part of an academic appeal (see below), the appealshallbe pursued and investigated through the OUEC
first. Insuch cases, the student should submit the appealto the appropriate dean(s) described in Step 2,
with a copy also givento the OUEC. Following a resolution of the harassment/discrimination issues, any
remaining academic issues will be addressed, at the request of the student, according to the academic
appeals procedures .

Though students are always entitled to seek the advice of legal counsel, a student’s lawyer cannot be
presentin the informal or formal academic appeal procedures . A student may consult with the vice
provost for curriculum and programs or the senior vice chancellor for student life or their designees at
any pointin these procedures for advice orassistance. University officials may take whatever steps they
deem reasonably appropriate to achieve resolution of the problem at any stage of these procedures.
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For Northeastern University nonmatriculated undergraduate students and matriculated students in
temporary study-away program status on any of the university’s campuses, academic appeals may be
made first through the established, location-specificappeal process. If a student is not satisfied with the
results of that appeal, they will have the right to appeal to the University Academic Appeals Resolution
Committee, which will make a final determination on the appeal. The Office of the Provost will be
responsible for implementing any resolution from the appeal process, if any.

View more information in the Catalog.

Academic Standing and Probation

Per Northeastern Scholars Program Progression Standards, successful completion of a Global First Year
Program requires students to have maintained full-time status (12 credits per term) over both semesters
and earned a cumulative GPA of 1.8 or higher. Students finishing the program with a GPA below 1.8,
who also maintain full-time status, may continue in their degree program on Academic Probation and
must follow all policies associated with that designation. Students whose GPA precludes them from
beingin good academic standing after theirsecond yearat the university and/orwho fall below full-time
status may be subject to Academic Standing Review by their College. Students granted an approved
leave of absence during the New York City Scholars program will discuss specific progression standards
as part of the leave approval process.

Students dismissed from the New York City Scholars Program for violations of the Student Handbook
and/orStudent Code of Conduct will not be eligible to continue their studies at Northeastern University.
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Your On-Site Academic Resources

Office Hours

You can visit your professor during their office hours, which are listed in each course syllabus, and chat
aboutan assessment, your concerns aboutthe course, and your professor’'s recommendations for extra
support. They might recommend alibrary resource or website with extra practice questions or ask if you
are taking advantage of various tutoring services. Talking with your professor will give you a better idea
of where you standin the course to help now. Stepping out of your comfort zone to attend office hours
also helps you gain comfort engaging with faculty and practice forming meaningful mentorship
relationships with professors, something you’ll want to do throughout your time in college.

Tutoring Services

In-person tutoring supportat Northeastern University - New York City is available on site. Northeastern
also offers free virtual peer tutoring to all undergraduate students across its global network. All
Northeastern peer tutors are successful current upper-class undergraduate students, and a number of
them are global first-year programs alumni.

For questions about Northeastern Peer Tutoring, please reach outat peertutoring@northeastern.edu or

visit their website.

On-Campus and Educational Events

Northeastern New York City has a variety of Registered Student Organizations (RSOs) open to all
students. Whether you’re interested in identity groups or honing your talents, there’s likely a club for
you! Popular RSOs are SGA (Student Government Association), the Black and Latinx Student Association,
an improv group, Model UN, the Musical Theatre Association, and many others. Although Northeastern
New York City does not have intramural sports, there will be a robust calendar of events throughout the
year, including street festivals in the fall and spring, trips to Broadway shows, Homecoming Weekend,
celebrations of cultural months, a trip Fright Fest at Six Flags to Jackson, New Jersey, justto name a few!

Your Academic Student Success Team

On-Site Academic Advising

Students should check their Northeastern email frequently for specific information on academics and
advising. Beginning this summer, academic advising will support New York City Scholars students with
guidance around course selection each semester.
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New York City Scholars students will hear from their academic advisor via email early this summer
regarding their fall course selections. Each student will be registered for courses that align with their
major and degree progress. Students will receive their Fall 2026 course schedule with class meeting
times and locations at on-site orientation and will learn how to make add/drop period course changes
during on-site orientation as well.

On-site academicadvising is available to support you with information about your options when you are
considering a change of major, struggling in a course, or working through other academic challenges.
Please remember you have access to this resource throughout each semester and not just around
course registration!

Students will work with academic advising during the fall semester to plan their Spring 2027 courses. At
the start of the spring semester, students can again make add/drop course changes as needed in the
first week of course meetings. Then, as the spring semester progresses, on-site New York City advising
will work with students to transition them to their home College academic advising office and prepare
them for their second year at Northeastern.

Communicating with Professors

The best way to getin touch with your professors outside the classroom is the method they designate in
their syllabus (the course outline you receive on the first day of class). Your instructor will include their
contact informationin this document and specify whetherthey would preferthat you email, call, or stop
by their office hours, should you have a question related to an assighment, your grade, or the course
content. If you are unsure of how to contact your professor, sending your message from your student
email account to their institutional email account is a good method.

Before reaching out to your professor with a question, please double check your syllabus to make sure it
isn’t answered there! The syllabus contains important information about attendance and grading
policies, majorassignments and deadlines, and the structure of the course. If you receive an email back
from a professor asking you to refer to the syllabus, don’t be discouraged —this is an email almost
everyone getsatsome point in their first semester of college! The syllabus is an excellent resource that
most U.S. high school teachers do not use or do not use the same way, so make sure you take time to
become familiar with the syllabus you receive from each class during your first week to avoid asking
your professors anything answered in this document.

We encourage you to utilize your professors’ office hours to ask about course concepts, clarify
assignments, and discuss your grade and performance in the course! Your professor can help you
understand your grades and recommend resources.
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If you feel your professor’s teaching style is a mismatch for you, utilizing tutoring services is a good way
to bridge the gap by reviewing the material with another person in a different way. Forming study
groups with classmatesis anothergood strategy to adaptto this situation. For example, if your professor
spends the class time lecturing when you prefer to learn through group discussion, you can adapt by
focusing on taking the best notesyou can during lectures, then reinforcing what you learned by having a
designated time to debrief with your study group. Expressing to your professor that you are struggling
with the class format can help you work together to find support so you can succeed in the course, but
keep in mind that your professors’ teaching styles are unlikely to perfectly resemble the learning
experiences you may have had at a U.S. high school.
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Spring 2027 Course Registration

Students will work with academic advising during the fall semester to plan their Spring 2027 courses in
consultation with their New York City Scholars program academic advisor. Students will again select a
full courseload of classes that contribute to their major and degree progress at Northeastern.

At the start of the spring semester, as at the start of the fall semester, students can make add/drop
course changes as needed in the first week of course meetings. Students are encouraged to discuss
potential course changes with their academic advisor to ensure academic progress towards graduation.

Summer 2027 Course Registration

Information about Summer 2027 course opportunities will be sent to students’ Northeastern emails in
the spring semester. Northeastern offers summer term courses across the global network that have in
past years been open to students completing year-long global first-year programs between the end of
their program and their second year at Northeastern. Northeastern’s Summer 2027 course offerings will
be posted on February 8, 2027.

Fall 2027 Course Registration

Northeastern’s Fall 2027 course offerings will become available online on March 22, 2027, and course
registration will begin in April 2027. Students will receive registration information from their respective
home College academic advising office, and on-site New York City academic advising will support
students with their Fall 2027 registration.

Transition to Boston

All students who successfully complete the New York City Scholars program will automatically
matriculate to Northeastern’s Boston campus fortheirsecond year without any additional application or
transfer process. To complete the program, students must me et minimum class attendance and
program requirements, receive a D- or higher in each of their courses, and abide by the New York City
Scholars and Northeastern Student Codes of Conduct. Your experiences in the New York City Scholars
program will enable you to contribute inside and outside the Northeastern program from the global
perspective you are developing.

Husky 101 Boston Orientation will occur in the summer before your second year, supporting your
transition to Northeastern’s Boston campus. Once you arrive in Boston after spending your first year in
the New York City Scholars program, there will be coordinated efforts to keep you engaged in campus
life. Within the first few days on campus in Boston, you will be invited to attend the Campus
Involvement fair, Fall Fest, where over 400 student organizations will be present.
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Northeastern’s campus is transitional by nature, meaningthat students are constantly coming and going
for domestic or global co-ops, study abroad, or other experiential learning opportunities. The New York
City Scholars program fits in perfectly with Northeastern’s mobile institutional culture, both contributing
to it and benefiting fromit, so you are not at a disadvantage first arriving in Boston for your second year.

Global first-year program alumni have recommended getting involved in clubs and organizations,
whether related to your major or to personal interests, during start-of-semester info fairs like Fall Fest
to widen your circle and take advantage of the large Northeastern community in Boston. You will meet
othersin your majorin your second-year classes, and attending your College-sponsored or departmental
events is another easy way to participate in your academic community.

Academic Planning Pathway

Like all Northeastern students, New York City Scholars students create their own unique academic path,
including co-op experiences, with most graduating in either four or five years. When you start your
college career with the New York City Scholars program, you will still have all the same options as
students beginning in Boston in the fall and will be able to tailor your journey to graduation.

New York City Scholars students will be on track to follow Northeastern University’s standard degree
completion timelines. As with all students, the timeline to graduation may be altered if a student
changes their major and also depends on the number of co-ops and other experiential learning
opportunities the student pursues.

Getting Ready for Co-Ops

Students who complete the New York City Scholars program are on track to participate in co-op. All
Northeastern students, regardless of starting program, must take their Northeastern major’s co-op
preparation course in theirsecond yearand can complete their first co-op as early as the fall semester of
their third year at Northeastern. The perspective and maturity built during New York City Scholars
provide a unique advantage and skillset that makes students competitive in the job market.
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What can | do this summer to prepare for the New York
City Scholars Program?

Make a Time Management Plan

Decide now on a time management strategy you will use to keep track of deadlines this fall. Think about
how you organized your time in high school: did you use a planner, a time management app, orrely on
your teachers to remind you about assignments and important dates? If you have a method that works
for you already, make sure you bring any supplies you need (purchase a new planner; double check that
the app you are used to will work on the phone you plan to use in NYC). If you have not used a planner
or time management app before—or haven’t used either successfully or long-term—we recommend
exploring some options on your own this summer and using one to keep track of personal goals and
your preparation for the fall for at least two weeks. Hopefully, this experimentation will show you
whether a virtual or written planner works best for you!

Here are some of the best tips fortime management we have collected from students’ experiences and
research on academic success.

¢ Find a calendar system that works. Some prefer using their cell phone. Others use built-in
computersoftware and even the old standbys, paper planners or calendars. The method is less
important than making sure whatever you choose works for you so you will consistently use
your system. Choose a calendar or project management system that is reliable and easy to
update. Then, populate it with every detail and deadline you need to keep yourself on track.
Start by adding your course deadlines from your syllabi, then fill it out with any family, social, or
other obligations.

e Keep your class syllabi close. Your syllabus for each class contains important information about
attendance and grading policies, major assignments and deadlines, and the structure of the
course. Your syllabi are your guides to success in each of your courses: find these documents in
your LMS and be sure to save your syllabi for each class!

e Eliminate social distractions. When studying or writing, consider turning your phone to silent or
Do Not Disturb, or, better yet, put it out of reach so that you don’t check for missed calls and
texts. Even that brief look at a friend’s text message or scroll through social media interrupts
your thought processes and slows you down.

e Schedule study time. Treat your study time like a job: schedule it in your calendar and show up
to do it, just as you would for a job or important appointment.

e Use to-do lists. Make a habit of writing down at the end of your workday (whether on paperin
your planner or a note on your phone) a list of tasks you plan to accomplish the next day. List
themin order of importance. Consultthat list first each morning to help yourself stay focused on
your daily goals.

Expect Common Challenges
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Read and think through the following scenarios, reflective questions, and strategies for navigating some
common academic challenges we have seen first-year students tackle in the past. Northeastern students
are generally those forwhom academics have long been afocus and area of success. The transition from
high school to college might not seem daunting because you know you can handle the academic work,
but there are differences in the ways classes are structured and your work is evaluated in college. The
below scenarios will help you think about how you might respond to these challenges and give you an
idea of what to expect.

1. Youaren’t sure how to approach long-term assignments like research papers or studying for exams.

e What kind of experiences did you have with major projectsin high school? What strategies were
successful, and how did roadblocks like procrastination affect your work before?

e How will you break up writing a paper and studying for an exam into smaller, weekly tasks to
avoid last-minute studying and writing crunches?

The best first steps you can take to plan for long-term assignments are to carefully read your syllabus
when you receive it and enter all deadlines into your time management app or planner.

For a research paper, you can create smaller goals and deadlines for yourself to make sure you are
staying on track. For example, if you have a paper due at the beginning of December, you can set a
deadline foryourself to decide on your topic by October 1, find and read your initial sources by October
31, outline your paper the following week, and complete your paper by November 30 so you have
enough time to take your work to your professor’s office hours to review or to a Center for Academic
Support and Tutoring appointment.

You will wantto be sure you are taking good notesin class so you have a foundation to study from later.
You can speak with your on-site staff about study skill advice and good notetaking practices. One
notetakingtip is to use one method, like handwriting notes in sentence or phrase form during lectures,
and then to use a different method, like typing up those notes and organizing them into an outline or
chart form, soon after to review. This helps solidify the knowledge in your mind and, again, gives you
great materials to study from when the midterm and final exams are approaching. As with a long-term
paper, you should set aside specific blocks of time in your app or planner to study for an exam. Leave
enough time to email any questions to your professor and receive their response before the exam,
utilize tutoring services, or work with classmates as a study group.

It can be difficult to keep long-term assignments and end-of-term exams at the front of your mind with
so much else going on, which is why it’s so important to plan ahead forthese deadlines at the beginning
of the semester. Your syllabi are your guides to success in each of your courses.

2. You want to drop a class.
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What is it about the class that made you change your mind? Since you and your advisor decided on
these classes as the best path forward for your academic plan, we discourage changing your schedule
after arriving on site in most circumstances.

Consider the consequences of dropping versus staying in the course.

e Isthe class necessary for your major or other plans, meaning you will need to take it in a future
semester if you drop it now?

e |[sthe class a pre-requisite, meaning you can’t move forward onto the next course in a series
without completing this one first?

e Ifyou stay in the course, do you think you could earn the minimum grade you need to earn
credit and fulfill any associated degree requirements?

e Arethere alternative classes available that would contribute toward your degree progress? (And
is it during your site’s add/drop period, meaning you have time to add another class? After the
add/drop period ends, the only way to leave a class is to withdraw from it, resulting in a W on
your transcript, and you cannot add another course to your schedule at this point.)

Try organizing your thoughts in a pro and con list to see if dropping the class makes sense for your
situation. Again, it is usually best to stick with the schedule you determined over the summer with your
academic advisor. Sharing your pro and con list with your academic advisor will help you both make the
best decision for your academic plans.

3. You didn’t really need to study in high school as long as you paid attention in class. This semester,
you're attending every class and paying attention, but you still struggled with your midterms.

e How areyou feelingabout how your midterms and semester overall have gone so far? It can be
shocking and disheartening to get lower grades than usual or to have more difficulty than you
expected with yourcoursework. Thisis a reflection of the difference between college-level and
high school-level work, not an indication your abilities have changed!

e What can you do differently to prepare for your finals?

If you are confused aboutagrade or wantto review content, you should stop by your professor’s office
hours (time and location will be listed in your course syllabus). If you understand what happened with
the exam and feel you could have done better had you prepared more, your academic advisor and
virtual peer tutors from Northeastern can help with time management and study skills.

Success in college-level work does tend to require more active participation and time outside the
classroom than success in high school. You were accepted to Northeastern because you have proven
you’re up for the challenge! The transition from high school to college is difficult for most first-year
college students, even high-achieving students. Regardless of how many college credits you may have
accumulated in high school, this transition involves much more than your classes.
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Beyond the usual adjustments of starting college, you are in a uniquely new situation with so many
changes to your day-to-day life in these summer and fall months, making this transition even more
layered and complicated! Congratulate yourself on how many areas you are succeeding in, then ask
what the main struggles you have been having are. Your academic difficulties may be due more to
homesickness or something else besides the course material itself. Connecting with mental health
resources, your site staff, and your academic advisor about these challenges can help you work out
strategies that address your individual needs to better position you for the rest of the semester.

4. You receive a grade you disagree with on an assignment.

e Which emotions are you dealing with? You might be upset with your professor, disappointed in
yourself, checked out from the course, or motivated to ask for additional support. It’s important
to take stock of your feelings and give yourself time to focus your thoughts before considering
next steps.

e Rereadthe assignmentif you have access to it. Again, wait until your initial reaction to the grade
passes to do this. Can you follow your professor’s thinking based on their feedback and any
marks and comments on the assignment?

If the grade makes some sense toyou but you have questions, or you want to discuss your performance
in the course and how to move forward more generally, this is a good time to utilize your professor’s
office hours. Approach your professor with the intent to understand your grade and make a plan to
finish the course successfully. Please note that you should not challenge grades based on your
professor’s academic judgment, but you and your professor can work together to correct any
administrative error with your grade. (These are thankfully rare!)

When you discuss your grade with your professor, differences in academic standards between
institutions and cultures may become evident. It is important that you listen to your professor’s
perspective and respecttheirexpertise inthe subject you are learning. Based on whatyou learned from
your professor, you will also have a good idea of the kinds of clarifying questions you should ask
professors when you receive assignment rubrics! This is a skill that will help you in your coursework in
Boston, too.

Set Goals for Global Learning

Advancingyour global and intercultural adaptation skills is one of the key goals of Northeastern’s global
mobility programs, including New York City Scholars. Simply experiencing other culturesis not enough to
advance these skills; rather, active knowledge of self and others is necessary to learning cross-cultural
adaptation. You can think about/write about the following self-assessment questions in a journal or
notebook:

Global and Intercultural Self-Assessment
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Think about two or more ways that you identify. Some dimensions to keep in mind are gender, religion,
socioeconomic class, education level, sexual orientation, race and ethnicity. It is important to note that
the way that you identify may be different from the way that you are perceived, but for the purpose of
this activity, we want you to define yourself.

Now, reflect on a moment in your life that made your identity very salient to you.

Did something happen that marked when you started thinking about an aspect of your identity?
Examples include a disruption in a parental relationship, moving to a new place, changing a style of
dress, a new friendship or relationship...

When did you become conscious that this identity is an important part of who you are?

Was there an event or experience that later solidified this identity? What was it about this event or
experience that cemented this identity as an important part of who you are?

Intercultural Praxis Model

Familiarize yourself with the Intercultural Praxis Model, developed by Dr. Kathryn Sorrells. This model
proposes a non-linear, dynamic, interactive process of intercultural communication featuring the
following components:

e Inquiry: Inthe Inquiry phase, you express curiosity and openness to dialogue with othercultures
and ways of knowing and understanding. You practice active listening and turn off your
judgement or critical lens to truly understand another’s perspective and “walk in their shoes.”

e Framing: In the Framing phase, you understand that your and others’ perspectives are limited
by frames of knowingand understanding. You seek to understand and appreciate these frames
(such as a person’s socioeconomic background, worldview, gender, sexual orientation, etc.) as
valid for that person and their culture or society.

e Positioning: Inthe Positioning phase, you reflect upon the nature of power, who is silenced and
why (including yourself), and how societies position people and classes to enact certain roles
(such as vocations or menial tasks). You consider how you might act to help advocate and
collaborate for change.

e Dialogue:In the Dialogue phase, you engage in conversation, listening, and dialogue with those
who are different than you, aiming to further understanding and mutual empathy.

e Reflection: In the Reflection phase, you take time to step back and process your thinking and
interactions around difference. You also assess your capacity to be an agent of change and
reflect upon any experiential learning you may have encountered.

e Action: In the Action phase, you consider how you can be an agent of change and what is ethical
and responsible versus what might be considered “saviorism.” How can you partner with
another person or organization of people/community to enact incremental and meaningful
change?

Adapted from Sorrells & Sekimoto, 2016
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INTERCULTURAL PRAXIS MODEL
KATHRYN SORRELLS, PH.D.

INTERCULTURAL PRAXIS

= Process of critical, reflective thinking and acting

= Allows us to navigate complex and challenging
intercultural situations

* Raises awareness, increases critical analysis,

and develops socially responsible action

ACTION

* Linking intercultural understanding with responsible
action to make a difference

* Challenge stereotypes, prejudice, and systemic inequities

+ Use positionality, power and privilege to generate
alternative solutions INQUIRY

« Curiosity about self and others
who are different from ourselves

* Interest in learning, growing and
understanding others

* Willingness to take risks and
suspend judgment

* Flexibility to challenge worldview
and be changed

+ Compassionate actions that create a more socially
Jjust, equitable and peaceful world REFLECTION

+ Capacity to learn from introspection

* Ability to observe and alter our
perspectives and actions

+ Capacity to view ourselves as
agents of change

INTERCULTURAL
PRAXIS

* Necessary for all aspects of
intercultural praxis

DIALOGUE

+ Creative process where meanings flow and
new understanding emerges

* Relationship of tension that is oppositional
and transformative .
+ Quality of communication that involves FRAMING

connection, empathy and respect » Different perspective-taking options
* Stretching across difference that is POSITIONING E = Awareness of frames of reference that include
essential for building community - and exclude
* Socially constructed categories « All perspectives and views are limited by frames

of difference position us in terms of power Ability to shift perspectives between micro,
* Consider how we are positioned in relation to others meso and macro frames
* Our positioning impacts how we make sense of and act in the world

* Consider who can speak and who is silenced; whose knowledge is privileged
INFOGRAPHIC BY JESSICA ARANA

Jessica Arana’s Infographic Overview of Kathryn Sorrell’s Intercultural Praxis Model

Global and Intercultural Communication Module/Digital Badge

To dive deeper into these topics, consider enrolling in our Global and Intercultural Communication
Module/Digital Badge. This module is fully asynchronous (self-paced)and can be completed over the fall
semesteronline. Learners who complete the module will earn a Digital Badge in Global and Intercultural
Communication (Level 2: Intermediate) through Credly, which can be imported into LinkedIn profiles
and digital resumes.
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Closing

Thanks so much for reviewing this academic handbook and taking this step to familiarize yourself with
academic expectations for the New York City Scholars program. Please keep in mind the resources we
outlined here as you take on your first year as a Husky!

What if you need more help? Look back at the section “Your On-Site Academic Resources.” Meeting
with your professors during their office hours and/or connecting with academic advising for guidance
are great steps to take when you are managing academic challenges. If you aren’t sure where to start,
talk with your on-site staff.

Please be sure you are regularly monitoring your Northeastern email, as much more information will be
coming throughout your New York City Scholars program.

The Global Experience Office’s Academic Integration and Planning team behind this handbook is happy
to help if you have questions about the material in the handbook or New York City Scholars academics.
Our contact details are at the beginning of this document.

Congratulations on your decision to start your undergraduate career in New York City ! We look forward
to supporting you in your first year and beyond.



